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Graduate Spotlight
P-TECH OHM reached a milestone last year, as it had its first two students graduate
with their Associates in Applied Science (AAS) degrees in Electrical Engineering
Technology. William Grant from the Westmoreland Central School District completed
his degree in May 2019 and Utica City School District student Tea Parker completed her
coursework in July 2019. This is a truly remarkable feat for both students, as they
completed their high school Regents diploma and AAS degree requirements during
their four-year high school careers.

In This
Issue

William Grant
During his four years in the P-TECH OHM program, Will
certainly made an impression. He became known as the
unofficial “P-TECH Mayor,” acting as a mentor to younger
students and always being the first student to greet any
business partner when they entered the room. His positive
attitude, determination and work ethic allowed him to
secure the very first paid internship at P-TECH OHM with
Trenton Technology, Inc. This experience helped him
determine that he wished to continue his education in the
electrical engineering field after completing his AAS
degree.
Throughout his time at P-TECH, Will also excelled
academically. In four years, he completed 23 high school
credits and 68 college credits. He was named to the MVCC Vice President’s List and the PTECH OHM Principal’s List, and was inducted into the MVCC chapter of Phi Theta Kappa
Honor Society.
In addition to all of his accomplishments at P-TECH OHM, Will remained active in his home
district. He participated in drama club, jazz and concert band, chorus, Utica Honors Band, the
Performing Arts Society and the Pride of Westmoreland Marching Band.
Will is currently attending SUNY Polytechnic Institute, majoring in electrical engineering with
a long-term goal to eventually earn a doctoral degree. He was also awarded the Stanley S.
Litow P-TECH Scholarship for New York State P-TECH students who are on track to graduate
from their P-TECH school with an AAS or AS degree and plan to continue their education at a
four-year SUNY institution in the same degree field as their associate degree.
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Tea Parker
Tea Parker is the second student to simultaneously earn her New York State
Regents High School Diploma and an associate degree from MVCC. She
completed 22 high school credits and 64 college credits over the course of just four
years. She is known throughout P-TECH OHM for her creativity, determination
and volunteerism.
In addition to completing a rigorous academic pathway and earning her AAS in
Electrical Engineering Technology, Parker has also been an active participant in
the Young Scholars Program, completed paid internships at Utica College and
Project Fibonacci, and worked at both Bella Cucina and the Treehouse Reading
and Arts Center.
Tea is continuing her education at MVCC where she is pursuing coursework in
general studies. She is taking over the leadership role in the college’s I Am That Girl club, which is a group that
provides a space where women can come together to express who they are and work to build tangible community,
inspire genuine conversation, encourage self-confidence and create healthy media. She’ll also be building on the
leadership skills she learned in P-TECH OHM by taking part in MVCC’s Student Leadership Academy and the Young
Scholars Graduate Leadership Program.
Tea was the first student to be inducted in the P-TECH OHM English Academy. She plans to one day become a
novelist and hopes to make a positive impact through her work.

2019 Summer Bridge Program
The 2019 Summer Bridge Program ran the
week of July 29 – August 2. Incoming freshmen
and returning sophomores participated in a
week full of team-building, leadership training,
mini STEM challenges and the beginning of an
industry challenge. Select juniors also
volunteered their time as “camp counselors” for
the younger students.
With the support of the Community
Foundation, business partner BNY Mellon was
the sponsor of this year’s week-long
experience. They joined students and staff for a
kick-off day at the Root Farm (pictured, right)
and for various activities throughout the week.
Thank you, BNY Mellon!
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Upcoming
Events
September 27
Sophomore Social
Studies Field Trip

October 4
End of Progress
Report Period

October 11
Freshmen and
Sophomore Black
BNY Mellon supported many other activities through the Summer Bridge program by
donating their time. Students toured the Innovation Center at BNY Mellon’s Oriskany facility
and partners conducted mock interviews with sophomore students. They also acted as
“Innovation Consultants” for the beginning of an industry challenge project, which will
extend through this fall. The generosity of BNY Mellon made the week an engaging and fun
experience for all participating students.

River Hiking & Biking
Field Trip

October 11
Junior Job Shadow
Day

October 14
P-TECH OHM Closed
for Columbus Day,
MVCC Open

October 17
Consultant
Committee

October 18
Manufacturing Day
Induction Night
On the evening of August 1, P-TECH OHM inducted its fifth cohort
into the program. Incoming freshman students from seven
component districts were welcomed into the P-TECH OHM and
Mohawk Valley Community College families. All students received
their official college acceptance letter from MVCC President Dr.
Randall VanWagoner, as well as a MVCC sweatshirt, lanyard and
water bottle.

October 22
Business Partner
Appreciation

November 1
End of Marking
Period

