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News & Views 
Vol 1 Issue 1     Media Technology Services February 2012 

Build Your 21st Century Classroom with Learn360's Webinar Series 

A new upload of new Learn360 resources took place in December.  Focus on a New Year and spring semester 
by ramping up your technology intake! Learn360’s complimentary webinars will help you turn your classroom 
into a 21st century learning zone. They will even be sharing new features, including  Common Core Standards 
and 21st Century Learning Skills feature. Here are some upcoming dates--Register Today!  Click on the links 
below: 

• Feb. 7: 7:00 - 7:30 P.M. EST 

• Feb. 21: 4:00 - 4:30 P.M. EST  

Digital Literacy Website 

The Digital Literacy website, sponsored by the National Telecommunications and Information Administration, 
is the “destination for digital literacy resources and collaboration.” The website encourages you to use it to 
share and enhance the tools necessary to learn computer and Internet skills needed in today’s global work 
environment. Use the “Find Educator Tools” link to get information on specific topics. Check it out at 
www.digitalliteracy.gov. 

 
DON’T FORGET! 
You are just a click away from viewing our current events news service.  The button for Teen Kids 
News is right on the search page of SNAP, our online catalog.  Check it out! 
 

New Multiple Books 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MB05162  A Drop of Water   PI 
MB05085  Astronomy Adventures  I 
MB05120  Brother Eagle, Sister Sky  PI 
MB05261  Clam-I-Am   KP 
MB02054  The Dark is Rising  IJ 
MB05014  Dinali National Park  I 
MB05044  Energy: Stop Faking It  I 
MB02057  Eva    JS 
MB02037  Go Ask Alice   JS 
MB02059  The Help    SCA 
MB05188  How Big is a Foot?  PI 
MB05079  Inventions That Rocked  
  the World     I 
MB02069 Jihad Vs. McWorld  A 

MB02041  Last Shot: A Final Four Mystery IJ 
MB02061  Like Water For  Chocolate SCA 
MB05116  Magic School Bus Gets Eaten PI 
MB02066  The Memory Coat   PI 
MB05159  Natural Disasters   PI 
MB05165  Oil Spills    PI 
MB02064  Poppleton    KP 
MB02068  Scratch Beginnings  A 
MB05083  So You Want to be an Inventor? I 
MB05166  The Titanic   PI 
MB05038  Tornadoes    I 
MB05073  Tsuamis    I 
MB05288  We Can Make Graphs  P 
MB05244  Who Cares About the Weather? P 
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This annual contest, now in its seventh year, is a great way for students in 
grades 1-4 to show off their writing and artistic skills as well as their 
creative imaginations. All entrants will be recognized with a certificate of 
participation, with the top three finishers in each grade level earning prizes. 
Librarians and educators will judge the entries and choose the first, second 
and third-place winners, who in addition to earning prizes, will also have 
their entries posted on the contest webpages.   Winners will be announced 

at the contest award ceremony, open to the public, on April 11 at the Liverpool Library. The winning authors 
will have the opportunity to read their stories aloud.   Entries will be accepted from January 2 – February 17, 
2012.  For more information go to http://www.wcny.org/education/treehouse-tales  

Common Core Correlations 

Did you know that you can search for resources by Common Core standards at Learn360 and VITAL NY.  Just 
login to SNAP and check it out. 

President’s Day Media & Resources 

There are 531 titles found when doing a search on “Abraham Lincoln” and 1633 titles when doing a search for 
“George Washingon” in SNAP. 

Free BrainPOP Webinars 

Wednesday, February 1 - 4:30 pm EST 
New to BrainPOP? No Problem! 
This overview is the perfect way for newbies to learn their way around our 
sites. Veteran users, don’t be turned off – you might learn a new trick or 
two as well. 
RSVP: http://www.eventbrite.com/event/2815139157?ref=ebtn 
Wednesday, February 8 - 4:30 pm EST 

Differentiating With Digital Games 
You’ve heard all the buzz about games in the classroom – but does game-based learning work with 
differentiated instruction? How do you use them to meet the needs of all your students? Allisyn Levy and 
special guest Matthew Marino, Assistant Professor of Special Education at Washington State University, are 
here to help. This webinar covers strategies for integrating games and ideas for using them as formative 
assessments. You’ll get a tour of GameUp and the chance to share your own favorite resources.   
RSVP:  http://www.eventbrite.com/event/2815301643?ref=ebtn 
 
For more free webinars just login to SNAP  
and click on the BrainPOP icon. Once you are in click  
on Educators at the bottom of the page and go to train- 
ing at the top of the page. 
 

“Teachers are expected to reach unattainable goals with 
inadequate tools. The miracle is that at times they 
accomplish this impossible task.”   Dr. Haim Ginott 
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News & Views 
 

Vol 1 Issue 1         School Library System  February 2012 

Virtual Reference Library  
 
The Virtual Reference Library has been expanded for the 2011-2012 school year.  We have added 26 new titles 
from the Cengage/Gale Company, with topics covering the areas of science, literature and history.  The World 
Book Digital Libraries and Tumble Books continue in our Virtual Reference Library.  Elementary librarians 
report that their students love Tumble Books.  Using the desktop icon makes it simple for students to gain 
access to the site without a username or password.   
 
The combined funding from all of our districts has allowed us to build the Virtual Reference Library into a 
substantial body of resources.  Use it, share it, and enjoy it!  If you have any questions about the Virtual 
Reference Library, please send us an email, or give us a call.   
 
Over Drive e-Library 
 
By now you have all received information about the inclusion of the Over Drive e-Library in the School Library 
System’s products and services.  At present there are around 900 titles in the Over Drive collection, and more 
will be added over time, as funding allows.  We hope to build the Over Drive collection, and open the door for 
all of the readers who appreciate the e-reading option.   
 
Over Drive was purchased this year using state funds that the School Library System receives.  SLS will 
continue to fund the eLibrary for the 2012-2013 school year using grant money; districts will have access to the 
service without additional cost.   
 
If you have technical questions about using Over Drive, please contact Aileen Sweeney, asweeney@oneida-
boces.org or call her at 223-6024.  Aileen is our webmaster/Over Drive expert/general tech guru!  Sue Palmieri, 
Whitesboro Sr High School LMS, is coordinating training and promotion of the eLibrary service.  Sue will be 
doing trainings and sharing tips with all of us on OverDrive and the eLibrary in general.  We look forward to 
developing this into a great resource! 
 
e-Textbooks 
 
One of the newest additions to the School Library System list of services is the inclusion of the e-textbook 
service.  If your district is interested in using e-textbooks, please contact Mary McCormick for pricing on 
specific titles or for general information.  The e-textbook initiative fits in with the digital resources and online 
learning portion of Oneida BOCES, and will be a growing part of our department.  As a division we are bursting 
at the seams with new ways to help our districts utilize their resources, engage teachers and students in learning, 
and provide cutting edge technology and services.  We will be sharing information on an ongoing basis about e-
learning, Brain Honey, and the e-textbooks.  If you want more information, please be in touch.  As always, if we 
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don’t have answers, we will get them for you.  Oneida BOCES Information and Technology Division is full of 
excitement about this, and we love to share our enthusiasm!   
 
Professional Development 
 
Since July 1, over 1400 people have participated in trainings offered by the ISS department, in a huge range of 
areas.  The increased participation, and the scope of the ISS Department, has allowed us to bring in trainers 
from outside the area who would not have been available to us otherwise.  This Professional Development is 
provided to your district as part of your services, at no additional cost. 
 
If you have specific requests for training, or ideas to explore, please share them with us.  We look forward to 
your input, and we will do our best to honor your requests.  For more information on our already scheduled 
trainings, please visit the School Library System webpage for a list of classes and for registration forms.  
http://www.oneida-boces.org/iss/Trainings2011_2012.htm  As always, you can register for classes by 
completing the registration form and sending it in, or by simply emailing Mary McCormick.  If you’re uncertain 
about whether or not your district will award credit for the classes, get your administrator’s signature on the 
form for confirmation that they will recognize our classes for credit in your district.   

 

News & Views 
Vol 1 Issue 1                   Science Center                 February 2012 

BOOKING SCIENCE KITS 

In April, the science kit schedule will be reconfigured so you and your staff will be able to book your science 
kits for the 2012-13 school year. Remember, IF YOU RECEIVED SCIENCE KITS THIS PAST YEAR, YOU 
DO NOT NEED TO RE-REGISTER.   

If you and the rest of the staff received science kits this past year, just go to the science center website 
(www.oneida-boces.org/science), click on “Click here to order science kits” at the top of the page, and on the 
log-in page, enter your entire email address and your password. Hit SUBMIT, and book your kits. If anyone 
needs help with the password, please let either Janet  (jdangler@oneida-boces.org) or Matthew 
(mbashant@oneida-boces.org) know. Also let us know of any other problems or questions regarding this 
procedure.  

If you have new teachers in your building, they will need to register. Visit the science center website, click on 
“Click here to order science kits” at the top of the page; however, on this page, after they enter their full email 
address and select a password, they will hit “REQUEST ACCOUNT.” They need to fill in the information 
required on the Profile Page, and hit SUBMIT. Their account will be verified by the science center and they’ll 
receive an email telling them that their account has been activated. Then, they may book their kits by going 
back to the website and following the steps outlined above. Again, if anyone runs into any difficulty please 
don’t hesitate to contact Matthew or Janet: we will be happy to walk you through the process. 
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Please remind the teachers not to attempt to book science kits until the science center informs you that we are 
ready for you to do so. You will be informed via email. It’s not too early, however, to get together to talk about 
and decide which kits you’ll want next year at certain times. Early feedback would help us get ready to better 
serve you in the next school year.  

UPDATING SCIENCE KITS 

We are continuing our collaborative efforts to update and develop new STEM-focused science content. 
Consider sharing your talents and become involved with the team. Please contact Matthew Bashant 
(mbashant@oneida-boces.org) if interested. 

DIGITAL CONTENT 

Many of you know of the digital content available to you through the BrainHoney platform. Any questions or 
feedback? Contact Matthew Bashant (mbashant@oneida-boces.org) . Each teacher who orders science kits has 
the ability to access several resources, for example SNAP videos, links to smart lessons, discussion board on 
BrainHoney, and many more features.  If you are receiving science kits, you are registered on BrainHoney. You 
can go to the science center website: www.oneida-boces.org/science and enter the site, using your entire email 
address and the password you used when booking science kits. If you have any questions or problems logging 
onto BrainHoney, contact the science center or Matthew Bashant. Multiple training opportunities will be offered 
on utilizing the course content. A schedule of dates will be posted on the science center website: www.oneida-
boces.org/science  

INFORMATION FOR TEACHERS 

 Letters have gone out to many of you telling you of the materials (mostly books) which were not 
returned with the kits, and the response has been heartening: most of the missing materials were returned 
quickly! Thank you so much!  

 Please have your science kits ready to be returned to BOCES the morning of the return date printed on 
the label on the kit.  That way, when the courier comes to your school for the kit, it is right there for him 
to pick up.  If you need to use the kit longer, please contact the science center for an extension.  

 Some of you may have noticed a new and different label on each kit, detailing what items are sent to 
complement the kit (i.e. balance scales, microscopes). This is to help make it easier to remember to 
return all the items which come with the kit. 

 For those teachers who are scheduled for the kits which contain the mechanical double-pan Ohaus 
balances (Buoyancy, Gather, Graph and the Weather and Landforms and Boulders), please test them as 
soon as you receive the kit. If they need adjusting, please contact the science center and we will send 
replacements to you. The triple beam balances are checked by the science center staff before they are 
shipped, as are the microscopes. 

WELCOME! 

We welcome our new science center courier, Joshua Fuller.  


