
Reflection 

http://youtu.be/DJLDF6qZUX0 

•What did you observe? 
 
•How can you frame this as it relates to       
the Common Core?  

http://youtu.be/DJLDF6qZUX0


Point of View 
Pause and Reflect 

 
 

Marc Aronson 

Sue Bartle  



Get to Know Your NF 
• What is depth in NF? 

• What is challenge in NF? 

• What is passion in NF? 

• What are the types and styles of NF? 

• What NF rewards reading and rereading? 

 

• I can help. 



We Need To 
• Train Our Eyes 

• Break down NF 

• Learn to find NF that rewards rereading, or 
how to juxtapose NF sources, or find NF 
passages that, together, provide opportunities 
for the kinds of reading CC requires 



What Is a Fact? 
• Is Pluto a planet? 

• Is marriage between a man and a woman? 

• Is Iran building nuclear arms? 

• Is the planet getting warmer, and is this 
caused by human actions? 

• Is the individual mandate for health insurance 
constitutional? 

 



Why Should  
Non Fiction Be New? 

 
Don’t Facts Stay  

the Same? 



In the 1960s when 
 



 



Historians Rewrote 
American History 

 



In the 21st Century when 

 



 



Non Fiction is About 
Thinking and Change 

 



Who We Are Influences  
How We See 

 



That is NOT the same as 

“it is all relative” 



One Key:  Objectivity 

• Objectivity is an approach  

• What is your evidence? 

• Where does it come from? 

• Are there other interpretations? 

• Have you consulted experts? 

• Do experts disagree?  



Notice 

These are all skills and traits  

CC emphasizes  



Look at a book 

• Does it make its evidence apparent?  

• Can you tell where the author got his/her 
information? 

• Do you learn of other interpretations? 

• Do you learn about the author’s research 
journey or reasons for writing the book? 



How Does the Familiar  
Look Different 

 

When you add a different POV? 



Lively Displays 
Perspective and Multimodality joined in lively displays: 

• Materials that show students how authors use 
evidence to build arguments 

• Displays using mixture of modes – print, printout, 
audio, URL, video – on same subject 

• SLJ feature Nov. 2012 article from Marc & Sue Copy 
with workshop handouts on web. 
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They Say:  I Say 
Second Edition 
By Graff and Birkenstein 
 



“What is right in front of my 
eyes that I am missing?”  

            --Dr. Lee Berger 

 



Examples 
Three Little Pigs 

Lewis and Clark 

Boxing 

Graffiti 

Outsiders - Gangs 
• Create a display or prepare a lesson, depending on how much 

class time you have 
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Demonstrate and Display 

• With a class, compare and contrast same 
subject across media, just as you did same 
folktale for POV 

• In display juxtapose book, magazine, 
database, website printout on same subject, 
highlight differences (not as ranking but as 
travel guide, what do each do? How?)  
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Dust Up  
 
Dorothea  
Lange 

There are no known restrictions 
on the use of Lange's "Migrant 
Mother" images. 
 
http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/list/
128_migm.html 
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 The Dust Bowl Through The Lens: How Photography Revealed and Helped Remedy a  
 National Disaster By Martin W. Sandler 

 

 
 

 

 

 

            Years of Dust: The Story of the Dust Bowl By Albert Marrin  
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Restless Spirit:  
The Life and 
Work of 
Dorothea Lange 
By Elizabeth 
Partridge 

Migrant Mother  
By Don Nardo 



The CC Sequence: 
The genius of CC is how it  

builds year to year   

• Kindergarten: identify details in text 

• With help, identify similarities and differences 
in two books on same subject 

• 1st grade: compare and contrast two books on 
same subject 

• 2nd grade: identify how author supports 
statements 



Moving Forward 
• 3rd grade: differentiate reader’s POV from 

author’s 

• 4th grade: compare first and secondhand 
accounts of an event or topic 

• 5th analyze multiple accounts of the same 
event – note similarities or differences 



Notice in NF  

• Youngest children learn to observe details 

• Then identify approach (who speaking, what 
evidence, how used) 

• Then recognize POV 

• Then compare and contrast POVs 



I Want To Take You Higher:  NF 

• 6th Grade: Compare and contrast one author’s 
account of events with another’s 

• 7th grade: Trace and evaluate an author’s 
argument 

• 8th grade: Analyze two or more texts that 
present differing or opposing arguments 



Higher and Higher:  NF 
• 9-10: Determine author’s POV in text and 

show how uses language (art, media) to 
advance that argument 

 
• 11-12: Analyze effectiveness of structure 

author has used to make his/her case 
 

• Note: of course this analysis also gives 
students tools to make different cases 
themselves 



Text Structures 
• Before and after 

• Compare and contrast 

• If/then 

• Broad survey 

• Detailed look at single moment 

• Focus on individual -- biography 

• Focus on context – technology, ideas, beliefs, 
ecology, health, laws 



This is Not Just New Facts 

• It is new interpretations 

• New POVs 

• Based on evidence 

• Making contentions 

• Testing ideas and observations 

• Challenging other views 
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The More Students 

• See the debate, the argument among books 

• The different approaches taken by authors 

• The kinds of evidence and argument used to 
make a case 
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The Better They Will Do 

• On the kinds of questions we will see on the 
assessments 

• In their own research papers and 
presentations 
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Knowledge Unfolds 

• We need to prepare our students to learn as 
knowledge changes 

• We do that by shifting from only feeding them 
“settled” answers to showing them how 
answers are arrived at; why and how authors 
arrive at different answers 
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Middle Grades 
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http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/images/1426310102/ref=dp_image_0?ie=UTF8&n=283155&s=books


POV 
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http://books.google.com/books/about/Almost_Astronauts.html?id=ij_fQwAACAAJ
http://books.google.com/books/about/Almost_Astronauts.html?id=ij_fQwAACAAJ


Two Bios, One Man 
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Two Genres, One Subject 
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Two Genres, One Subject 
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Disagreement is Healthy  
• So long as it is fair-minded, based on 

evidence, open to question, alert to possible 
alternative views  

• Howard Zinn v anti-Howard Zinn 

 http://zinnedproject.org 

 http://www.littlepatriotpress.com  
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Our Goal - Your Goal 

• Help students see NF as alive 

• Not dead facts 

• But living process of inquiry 

• Based on rules of fairness, evidence, and 
argument 
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