
Supplementing Your Collection with Digital Libraries and Resources
OHM BOCES

Katie St. Laurent | kstlaurent@oneida-boces.org

All BOCES resources are accessible from your BOCES SLS homepage

Oneida Herkimer Madison:  www.oneida-boces.org/sls

Madison Oneida: http://www.moboces.org/sls

Jefferson Lewis: http://jlbocessls.nnyln.org/

● Gale Virtual Reference Library

● TumbleBooks/Tumble Book Cloud

● Marshall Cavendish eBooks

Free web resources

http://archive.org

A massive repository of texts, images, videos, audio files and web pages.  The site strives to improve

the accessibility of publicly available online historic collections, as well as to document materials “born

digital” which would otherwise leave no physical trace.  They also maintain The Wayback Machine, which

stores an archive of websites as they appeared on any given past date, maintaining a historical record of

digital life.

http://librivox.org/

A collaborative effort in which texts are provided by Project Gutenberg, recorded as

audiobooks by Librivox, and hosted by archive.org.  Their goal is to eventually make all public

domain books available as free, public domain audiobooks.

http://openlibrary.org

An initiative of archive.org that allows free lending of thousands of eBooks.  Requires

registration for access to non public domain books.
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http://ourdocuments.gov

A collection of pivotal primary source documents chronicling American history from 1776 to 1965.

Documents are available as scanned images as well as plain text transcripts.

http://www.gutenberg.org/

A free online repository of more than 30,000 digital versions of texts which are no longer under US

copyright.

http://www.loc.gov/library/libarch-digital.html

An eclectic glimpse into the Library of Congress’ most rare and unique collections.  The site provides

digitized photographs, manuscripts, maps, sound recordings, motion pictures and books, with an

emphasis on those not available outside of LoC institutions.

http://library.si.edu/digital-library/

A gateway into digital exhibits and collections maintained by the Smithsonian Institution’s libraries.  (Also

be aware of Seriously Amazing, their portal for kids, which is available at:

http://seriouslyamazing.si.edu/)

http://ngexplorer.cengage.com/ngyoungexplorer/

Digital editions of National Geographic Young Explorer, providing beautiful pictures and easy nonfiction

text with a read-aloud function.

http://bygosh.com/

A collection of public domain children’s books.  These are in plain text format rather than scanned, but

often include the original illustrations.

http://www.childrensbooksonline.org/

The Rosetta Project aims to assemble the world’s largest collection of digitized illustrated antique
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children’s books.  Stories are available in multiple languages, and some stories have audio.  The collection

is indexed by language and reading level.

http://en.childrenslibrary.org/

This site provides children’s books from many cultures, in over 60 languages.  Great for giving kids access

to more stories, exposing them to varied cultures, serving ELLs and teaching foreign languages.

http://www.storylineonline.net/

Members of the Screen Actors Guild read aloud popular children’s books.  Books are provided in video

format, alternating between the original illustrations and footage of the reader.

http://www.wegivebooks.org/

A charitable project by Penguin, this site has digitized versions of many current and popular children’s

titles.  Registration is required to read the full collection of books.  For each digital book read, Penguin

makes a donation to bring books to children in need.

http://www.wdl.org/en/

Provides important primary source documents from all around the world.  Allows for searching by time

period, place, type of document, topic and keyword, and displays information in a hybrid timeline/map

format.

http://www.europeana.eu/

Cultural heritage documents relating to European history and culture.  From the site: “Explore millions of

items from a range of Europe's leading galleries, libraries, archives and museums. Books and

manuscripts, photos and paintings, television and film, sculpture and crafts, diaries and maps, sheet

music and recordings, they’re all here. No need to travel the continent!”

http://www.fultonhistory.com

A searchable database of local newspapers, scanned from microfilm.  The interface is tricky; be sure to
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click on FAQ_HELP_INDEX at the very top of the page for useful information about search operators

http://www.nyheritage.org/

A research portal providing access to more than 150 digital collections, all relating to New York history

and society.  Includes primary source documents, books, photographs, maps and more.
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