
Boy Have I Got News For You 



December 6, 2013 

• Discovery of Oldest DNA Scrambles Human 
Origins Picture 



 



November 12, 2012 

• Multiple Ancient Hominids Found on Day 2 of 
Rising Star Expedition 

 

• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Al3LuYnz5
EI 

•   

http://newswatch.nationalgeographic.com/2013/11/12/multiple-ancient-hominids-found-on-day-2-of-rising-star-expedition/
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October 17, 2012 

• Were Earliest Human All I Species? Oddball 
Skull Sparks Debate 





Three Months, Three Discoveries 

• In field where it is most difficult to find 
anything 

• Until now, odds of finding a hominyn fossil 
were 10,000,000 to one. 



Why, Why Now 

• New technologies 

• New attitude towards sharing 

• New global politics 

• New information 



What Does This Mean to You 

• Live Science 

• Lee and the RS team 

• http://www.jason.org/ 

• Young people getting information as it is born 

http://www.jason.org/


How? 

• You can connect your patrons to Live Science 
digitally and in print 



Scientists in the Field 

• http://www.sciencemeetsadventure.com/seri
es-overview/ 

http://www.sciencemeetsadventure.com/series-overview/
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Citizen Science 

 



Author-Advocate 

 



Autobiographical Discovery 

 



 



NF Is Busting Out All Over 

 



 



 



Coming Soon 

• EYES WIDE OPEN 

• Going Behind the Environmental Headlines 

• PAUL FLEISCHMAN 

• Libguide updates book, with student-created 
notes on local environmental challenges 



So Many Voices and Versions 

• Books of Records and Facts 

• Fast-paced, page-turning narratives 

• Live Science Inquiry 

• Call to action 

• Humor 

• DIY – Robotics, Lego, Maker-movement 

• NF Graphic Novels 



Authors Who 

• Do live interviews  
• AND Others Who 
• Prefer archival research 
• Want to reach readers who love NF  
• AND Others Who 
• Want to reach readers who dislike NF 
• Love the weave of art and text 
• AND Others Who 
• Prefer the words to stand alone 



NF Prizes 

• Sibert 

• ALA Notable 

• YALSA NF 

• Boston Globe-Horn Book 

• Orbis Pictus 

• NCSS-CBC Social Studies/Science 

 

 



Listen to This 

• Edward Frenkel, Love and math 





Thrilling 

 



And Who Is the 

 



You Are! 

• You find 

• You select 

• You share 

• You know 

• You combine-compare-contrast 

• You display 

• You are the gateway to this exciting world 



But 

 



Recognize These 

• SLO 

• APPR 

• Domain 

• Module 

• PARCC Assessments 

• Scripted Classes 



And Then It Gets Worse 

• School Librarian Crisis in NYC August 21, 2013 

• Is the End of the School Library Upon Us? 
Budget Cuts Hit Librarians Where it Hurts 

• Citing fiscal pressure, some NYC schools want 
to use in-classroom libraries and parent 
volunteers instead of certified librarians. 
Critics say kids need more than that. 

•  
 

http://www.aasl.ala.org/aaslblog/?p=3771


You 

• Have no time to find, read, share, use these 
great books 

• Are under increasing pressure to show you will 
improve  student test scores 

• Have reason to fear for your job – or are 
already doing 2, 3, 4 jobs at once 



How Can You Be 



4 Suggestions 

• 1) Advocate 

• 2) Collaborate* 

• 3) Independent Reading 

• 4) Building Knowledge 

 

• * Save the date: February 7, 2014 



I: Advocate 

• Your skills are central to your school’s CC 
success 

• Repeat after me: 

 

• My skills are central to my school’s CC success 



Do You 

• Believe what you just said? 

• If not you need to become the ringmaster I 
described – learn your NF, study the CC 
standards, make yourself the single research 
specialist everyone relies on 

• If you do believe you are central,  

• What have you done to make sure your 
admins and teachers know that? 



Do You 

• Have a list of new, notable, award-winning, 
innovative NF materials, linked to curricular 
topics and CC goals that goes out to teachers, 
students, admins, parents? 

• Display NF as clusters juxtaposing approaches 
and POVs? 

• Keep track of exciting events, discoveries, 
debates and link those current issues to 
materials in your collection? 



Do You 

• Have NF on your summer reading lists? 

• Have Lego, Robotics, Gaming, Anime, Craft 
groups? 

• Perform NF read alouds? Know which NF 
authors/books/chapters lend themselves to 
being read aloud?  

• Suggest NF authors for author study units? 
Have bibliographies, bios, sites, video clips of 
NF authors? (Teachingbooks.net)  



Do You  

• Show the school, every day and in every way, that 
you are NF central?  
 

• How about NF mystery of the week – and I’ll give 
you one as a start  

• Who was Mary Sherman Morgan, and did she 
invent Hydyne?  

• Here’s one family source: 
http://maryshermanmorgan.blogspot.com/2010/
08/im-encouraging-everyone-who-knew-my.html 
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2: Collaborate 

• How can admins, teachers, and librarians work 
together? 

 

• Rutgers Conference, jointly held by MLIS and 
GSE programs,  

• 2 NYC principals; 2 NJ teachers; Joyce Valenza, 
Ross Todd, Kristin Fontichiaro, surprise guests 

• Can attend in person or digitally 

 



Just the Beginning 

• We need to build collaboration maps so entire 
building, and, indeed, district has shared plan 
for working together and making best use of 
all skills.  



3: Independent Reading 

• Key to CC success is independent reading 

• I repeat… 

• Key is NOT test prep 

• Key is NOT GR levels 

• Key is NOT flood of NF 

• Key is NOT only Complex Text 

• Key is Independent Reading 



That Is 

• Giving students as many entry points as 
possible 

• Giving students pathways from one starting 
point to more kinds of text including more 
complex texts 

• Building connection, engagement, ladders of 
success 



Pathways Such As 
 

• Magazine article to How-To video to manual to activity 
• Graphic novel to fan site to game to novel to historical 

fiction to history 
• Description of battle in book or magazine to 

Encyclopedia of Weapons to Atlas of battle diagrams to 
biographies of soldiers and spies 

• Recipe to cookbook to novel set in other land to 
memoir 

• Dystopian novel to manifesto on current issue to 
website of teenage organizations involved in cause 

• Sarah Dessen to Jane Austen; Laurie Halse Anderson to 
Sylvia Plath; Suzanne Collins to Antigone   
 



You Are the Masters of IR 

• No matter how scripted classes are 

• No matter how closed teachers doors may be 

• Students must engage in more IR, and you are 
the person who can do most to help make 
that happen 



Do You 

• Share your IR strategies and successes with 
the whole school? 

• Have students post stories of sequences of 
reading they liked?  



4: Building Knowledge 

• We all know the famous 3 shifts including 

• Building Knowledge through content-rich 
nonfiction. 

• What does that mean? 



What Is the Difference 

• Between a Dewey defined bunch of NF books 
on the same subject 

• AND 

• NF that Builds Knowledge? 



Addition v Multiplication 

• Dewey shelf is additive – one added to the 
next, books may repeat same information, be 
dated, be for very different age/ability of 
reader, or be so unrelated that hard to 
connect 

 

• You need to select materials that build 
knowledge for example 



Sea Mammal 

• Overview – Who, What, Where, When 

• One Example in greater depth: life cycle 

• Scientist who studies: inquiry 

• Environmental issues and threats: action 

• Evolutionary history: larger context 

 

 



Where Can You Find These? 

• Databases 

• Magazines 

• Reference Resources 

• Sites and Youtubes 

• Enhanced by books for IR 



Your Task 

• When you leave here, find unit a teacher will 
be working on in a few weeks (to give yourself 
time) 

• Prepare a text-set/course pack for her that is a 
sequence of materials that 1) build knowledge 
2) build in text complexity 3) she can share 
with all students (digital/print out) 4) backed 
up with IR suggestions from your shelves 



You Will Thus 

• 1) Advocate 

• 2) Collaborate 

• 3) Support IR 

• 4) Greatly enhance students’ ability to “build 
knowledge through content-rich nonfiction.” 

 



How Does That Sound? 

 



Questions? 

 


