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1. How do owls help control the rodent population? 
 
 
2. By looking at the graph, what do the numbers tell us? ________________  
 
 
3. If the pattern continues, predict what would be the next count of 
rodents._______________________________________________________ 
 
4. Label the chart above with an appropriate title. 
 

Researchers hope to prove to 
other people that owls are not 
only nice to have around, but 
actually help us all. They 
collect pellets of barn owls, 
analyze them, and keep 
records for many months. 
The researchers found that 
the barn owls ate small 
rodents of all kinds. Two 
parent owls and their six 
owlets ate 1,000 mice, shrews 
and rats during a three month 
period. 
Everyone knows how fast 
rodents reproduce. This 
graph shows how many pesky 
rodents would survive without 
these owl “mousetraps.” 1,000            7,000          14,000               21,000                      ?? 
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1. How do owls help control the rodent population? 
The owls eat the rodents which keeps the mice population under 
control.______________________________________________ 

 
2. By looking at the graph, what do the numbers tell us? 

The longer time without owls the mice population would increase. 
 

3. If the pattern continues, predict what would be the next count of rodents. 
The next number on the graph would be 28,000, since the amount 
tended to increase by about 7,000 after each time period.     

 
4. Label the chart above with an appropriate title. 

“The Rodent Population Without the Threat of Owls”    

Researchers hope to prove to 
other people that owls are not 
only nice to have around, but 
actually help us all. They 
collect pellets of barn owls, 
analyze them, and keep 
records for many months. 
The researchers found that 
the barn owls ate small 
rodents of all kinds. Two 
parent owls and their six 
owlets ate 1,000 mice, shrews 
and rats during a three month 
period. 
Everyone knows how fast 
rodents reproduce. This 
graph shows how many pesky 
rodents would survive without 
these owl “mousetraps.” 1,000            7,000          14,000               21,000                        ??? 


